
Where’s St Paul?
Activities for Children

Free



Welcome to  
Saint Paul’s Church! 

The Church was built between 
1859 and 1861. 

Fact: Queen Victoria was 
queen, and cars, aeroplanes 
and computers had not even 
been invented!

Question 1: Can you work out 
how old the church is? 
a) almost 250 years 
b) less than 100 years or 
c) around 160 years.

Write your answer in the box.

When the church was built 
Norden was a small and 
remote place. Fewer people 
lived here and they were a lot 
poorer than now. They worked 
in local mills and mines. 
Think: Why do you think they 
wanted to build a church 
here?
Question 2: How much do 
you think it cost to build the 
church? 
a) £278
b) £2,780 
c) £278,000

Write your answer in the box.



Follow the numbers and 
clues around the church 
to answer the questions 

and find Saint Paul who is 
hiding somewhere. 

1Find Number 1 on the 
wall at the back of the 
church.

Find the sign with the names 
of the Vicars on. 

Question 3: How many Vicars 
have there been?

Write your answer in the box.

Now find number 2 on the 
wall.

2 This area is called the 
Baptistry. 

Question 4: Can you guess 
why it’s called that?
Write your answer in the box.

Clue: The stone font in front 
of the toilet was used to do 
this. It was given in memory of 
two children who died. 
Think: Why do you think so 
many children died in those 
days? 

In the tower above the 
Baptistry is a bell which is rung 
before services. 
Question 5: How do you think 
we ring the bell? 
Clue: Look what is next to the 
font.
Write your answer in the box.



3Walk to Number 3 at 
the far end of the North 
Aisle. 

Find the wooden door with 
the red curtains.
You have arrived at
the way in to the Choir Vestry. 
Singing and playing music 
have been a big part of the 
history of the church, and are 
still very important.
Look high up on the wall. 
Can you see the speakers 
for the electric organ that is 
played during church services 
and concerts? 
It can make very loud music!

Activity: Try on a choir robe 
from a box just outside the 
vestry or play one of the 
musical instruments.
Imagine: that you are singing 
in the choir at Christmas or 
marching in a band during 
the Whitsun Procession of 
Witness. Christians paraded 
through Norden village every 
year until about 20 years 
ago. These ‘Whit Walks’ are 
a tradition in the north of 
England and some still take 
place today, around the end of 
May at Pentecost, or Whitsun 
(a special Church Festival).

Do you like singing or playing music?
Draw a picture of your favourite musical instrument.



4Stop at Number 4 and have 
a look at the big brass Eagle. 
It was given to St Paul’s 

in 1911 by people from Norden 
village, to celebrate the church’s 

50th Birthday.
The Eagle is called a ‘Lectern’ 
and it carries an enormous Bible 
on its wings and back, which is 
read during church services.

Can you join the dots to find the head of something fierce?

5Go to Number 5 and look at the board 
remembering those from Norden who were 
killed in the First and Second World Wars. 

Think: There was a terrible loss of life in our very 
small community. How do you think the village 
was affected by this? 
Question 6: how many men were killed in JUST 
the First World War? They are also remembered 
at the War Memorial in the village.

Write your answer in the box.



6Go to Number 6, near the far end of the church from where you 
came in. You are now in a part of the Church called the Chancel. 
This is where the vicar and the choir sit during services.

If you’re lucky enough to visit us on a sunny day, then the beautiful 
coloured glass East Window is a lovely sight. The window was built in 1928 
in memory of one of the past Vicars, Reverend Willett. 



Question 7: How many angels 
are there in JUST the East 
Window? 
Write your answer in the box.

The table with a white cloth 
and brass candlesticks is the 
communion table or Altar, 
where the Vicar prepares the 
Bread and the Wine that are 
shared during special services.

The cloth covering the front of 
the Altar is a different colour 
at different times of the year, 
often green, but sometimes 
red or purple, and at the great 
feasts of Easter and Christmas 
it is white and gold.

Behind the Altar is a picture 
painted in 1931 of someone 
saying “Come unto Me” 
Question 8:  
Who do you think it is? 
Clue: Think about the cross 
above on the wooden screen. 
Write your answer in the box.

Activity: Go back to number 
5 and stand in the wooden 
pulpit. Think what it would be 
like to be the Vicar talking to 
the people below at a Service.

Activity: Sit on the wooden 
throne near Number 6 and 
imagine that you are the 
Bishop who sits there when 
they come to visit the Church. 

This is a flowery cross that we 
make at Easter. 
Everyone brings a flower 
to church and carefully 
tucks it into a mossy cross-
shaped frame - it looks really 
beautiful!
 

7Can you find the brass 
plaque at Number 7 in 
the part of the Church 

called the Nave, near where 
Alice Diggle used to sit until 
she died in 1915? 
Question 9: How old was Alice 
when she died?
Write your answer in the box.



8Move onto Number 8 
and see if you can at last 
find Saint Paul, who this 

Church is named after. 
Clue: look very carefully at the 
coloured glass window, Saint 
Peter is standing next to him 
holding the keys to the gates 
of Heaven.
Question 10: what is Saint 
Paul holding in his hands?
Write your answer in the box.

Activity: Look in one of the 
Bibles that can be found at the 
end of the pews. Can you find 
one of the letters that Paul 
wrote? 
Hint: You’ll find them in the 
New Testament section, 
towards the back of the book.
Fact: Lots of churches, 
including this one, are named 
after St Paul because he was 
such a famous and important 
teacher about Jesus. 
Paul is believed to have been 
killed in Rome during the time 
of the Emperor Nero because 
of his beliefs and actions.

Well done for finding St Paul!

Fact: St Paul (St is a short 
way of writing ‘Saint’) was 
a Jew who lived in the First 
Century AD.  He was originally 
called Saul. He treated the 
early Christians very badly 
until Jesus came to him in a 
vision or great light and asked 
him to change his ways. Saul 
became a Christian, and, as a 
sign that he’d changed his life, 
sometime later he changed his 
name too, and called himself 
Paul. He travelled around the 
Mediterranean teaching about 
Jesus and starting Christian 
Communities. He wrote letters 
to them which can be found in 
the Bible. 



Why not colour in this picture of St Paul?
Imagine you were making this window. What colours would you use? 
Sadly, St Paul’s nearly lost his face because the window is so old. 
Can you draw it back on?



Outside
If you have an adult with you, 
go outside into the churchyard 
and try to find the grave of a 
soldier called Jim Mills who 
was killed in the Second World
War. Turn left out of the 
church entrance and walk 
towards the gates. Before you 
get to them take a path to the 
left and follow it as it turns 
back towards the church. 
Clue: Look for a small white 
cross and white gravestone 
at a right angled bend in the 
path. 
Stop there, look back towards 
the church building and 
answer 
Question 11: How high do you 
think the Church Spire is? 
a) about 50 metres 
b) about 100 metres 
c) about 150 metres 
Clue: a double decker bus is 
about 10 metres tall,
Rochdale Town Hall is about 
58 metres tall, and Blackpool 
Tower is 158 metres tall.
Write your answer in the box.

Because churchyards are quiet 
places with lots of different 
plants, old trees, and old 
mossy gravestones, they’re 
wonderful for wildlife!
Activity: Make a list of plants 
and animals that you can see 
and hear in the Churchyard. 
How many can you list?

Thank you for being such a 
brilliant detective!

Answers: 
1: c - about 160 years
2: b - £2780
3: 12 
4: People are baptised there 
5: We pull the bell rope
6: 79 
7: 25
8: Jesus 
9: 100
10: a sword and a book 
11: a - about 50m (172 feet)



30 Words
There are 30 things that you’ve seen or been thinking about today hidden 
in this puzzle. Can you find them all? 
The words can go in any direction, but always in a straight line.
Careful! Some words even go diagonally!  

altar gravestone plaque
bell historic pulpit
book memorial singing
candles mill spire
choir mine St Paul
church music tower
cross Norden vicar
eagle parish village
flowers people walk

font pews window



Thank you for visiting St Paul’s,  
we hope to see you again soon! 
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